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Connections 

From the outset, our mission has been to share the great, saving, life-changing news of Jesus with 

people across the generations throughout our local communities. In order to achieve this, we have 

set out to make connections and connect together those living within our communities. 

Community connectors (PAVS) 

Our local community connectors continue to be hugely useful, both in promoting the work of Hope 

Pembrokeshire and highlighting to us those in need of support. They also help in flagging up funding 

opportunities. 

Neyland School 

Our connections with our local school are blossoming. They recently hosted a visit from Fishermen’s 

Rest, Malawi and we’re very confident that the school will work with us to support a school in 

Malawi. This will involve some joint fundraising to provide breakfast for each of the school pupils in 

Mtemaumo school, Malawi. In addition, we’re looking at opportunities for letters and videos to be 

exchanged between schools, as they develop contact and communication. 

Last academic year, we supported some of the after-school clubs, which raised our profile amongst 

the pupils and staff.  This new academic year, our connection with the school has allowed us to run 

our own after school, which is a real blessing and very exciting. We’re calling it Life Skills, but parents 

have been informed that the teaching will have Jesus very much at the core, as we look to develop 

young people’s life skills alongside revealing Jesus. 

Our regular, weekly involvement in the school will be as follows: 

Monday – Life Skills Club 

Tuesday – Running Club and Forest Schools Club 

Thursday – STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) Club 

 

Apprenticeship in Christian Ministry 

On Monday 11th September, I embarked on the first year of a Theology degree, academically run by 

St. Padarn’s in Cardiff and administrated by Coleg Sir Gar, with funding from Welsh Government.  A 

huge blessing, as I’m very much the ‘dad’ of the group, or possibly even the ‘grandad’! There are 10 

others on the course, which in itself has provided for more connections. In addition, I’ve been 

selected as student rep, so monthly online feedback meetings and yet more connections. 

 

Friday morning Tea, Coffee and Chat 

This group has grown slightly, with numbers rising to around 12 regulars and we kept going 

throughout the summer (apart from when I was on holiday). A real blessing, with a lovely sense of 

belonging amongst the group and support for each other.  Lots to look forward to, as we strive to 

gradually build numbers and enjoy talks from guest speakers, visits, lunches and mor 



Little Lambs 

We maintained contact with our Little Lambs flock over the summer by having ‘pop ups’ in Neyland 

park twice a week.  These were well supported and lots of fun was had by our visitors, as they played 

in our pop-up tents, sandpit and ball pool. We’ve started the new term very positively with good 

numbers and it’s a real joy to engage with the young people and their carers, which include mums, 

dads, grandparents and childcare providers.  

 

Bible Buddies 

Our group of young ‘confirmed’ people have returned to a new venue, as we now meet in 

Herbrandston church, where they were confirmed in June. Through discussions, we’ve all agreed to 

take a closer look at Mark’s Gospel, and we have study guides to support us with this. Katy Patterson, 

Samuel’s wife, is supporting us with this group, which is a great link with our other LMA churches and 

another connection. 

 

Space to be 

This has developed into a Lego club, having had great success over the summer holidays with our 

Lego ‘pop ups’. We regularly have 6-8 young people and their carers, and this is slowly growing 

through word of mouth and social media. The club will develop as we build relationships with the 

families involved and include them in our wider activities and events. 

 

Army Cadets 

There are 15 young people registered with our local Army Cadets detachment and I’ve recently been 

accepted as a Non-Uniformed Volunteer. This means I’m not quite ready to don an Army uniform(!), 

but currently support the detachment every other Wednesday evening and have the option to 

extend this involvement when ready. The adult instructor who runs the detachment is a former 

student from Pembrokeshire College and it’s proving to be a real blessing being able to support her 

in developing the young people. Lots of further developments to look forward to as we work 

alongside cadets with Remembrance Sunday, the Christmas Miscellany and much more… 

 

Saundersfoot Youth Club 

As a result of Amanda Coombe’s connection with The Bridge church in Saundersfoot, who run this 

club, I was appointed as youth leader for SYC for 2023.  The Bridge and local community provide 

adult volunteers to support the club and our opening night was 19th September. The club operates 

every Tuesday evening from 7pm to 9pm in The Regency Hall in Saundersfoot and having started 

with 4 young people on our first night, we’ve already grown in number to 9 with real opportunity for 

further growth.  A real blessing and yet more connections, as our adult volunteers team work to 

develop young people through team games, craft, sewing, Lego, jigsaws, and much more… 

 

 


